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ask themselves if they should be more concerned, as many of them are today, 
with pointing fingers at the responsibilities of poor countries than with meet-
ing their own commitments. In 2005 the world needs desperately to follow 
through on its commitments, taking quick practical steps at scale before the 
Goals become impossible to achieve. If we fail to invest now, it will be a very 
long way to the next Millennium Summit in the year 3000.

Notes
1. Extreme poverty figures are for $1.08 per day in 1990 and 2001.
2. Scheduled for publication in early 2005.
3. Language often fosters confusion in distinguishing between inputs and outcomes. 

“Health,” for instance, describes both a sector (or ministry) and an outcome resulting from 
a complex set of inputs across sectors. “Education” is similar. “Hunger,” in contrast, is a 
complex outcome but not a sector or ministry. 
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