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TaE Unirep Narrows yesterday released
aglobal development reportwithfecom-
mendations for how to halve povértyina
generatiosn.

Lee Yee Cheong, co-author of the
reportand Vice-President ofthe Academy
of Seiences of Malaysia, said Thailand and
Malaysia are good models for develop-
ment, asboth havebeen successfulin eas-
ing poverty.

The  report, “Investing in
Development”, provides a practical
framework forimplementing asetofeight
goals, outlined in the UN’s Millennium
Declaration, The Millennium
Development Goals - or MDGs - range
from eradicating extreme poverty and
hungertoreducing child mortality, ensu-
ing environmental sustainability and
achieving universal primary education.

Specific targets include halving the
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portion of people whose income is less
than one dollar a day; ensuring that by
2015 all ehildren will be able to complete
primary school education and reducing
the mortality rate of children aged under
five, from 1890 to 2015.

Little progress has been made tomeet
the MDGs, according to Cheong,

The UN hopes the report will spur
progresstowards achieving thegoals. The
report is the “most comprehensive strat-
egy ever put forward for fighting poverty,
hunger, disease and environmental prob-
Jems”, said Joana Merlin-Scholtes, the
UN Development Programme’s repre-
sentative for Thailand.

“This is a make or break year for the
Millennium Development Goals,” she
said.

Higher income developing countries,
suchas Thailand and Malaysiawere high-
lighted as successful models for develop-
ment. Overthe pastdecade, Thailandhas
halved the proportion ofits people living
in extreme poverty from 27.2 per centin
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1990 to 9.8 per cent in 2002.

These countries siiould move towards
a donor role within the region, con-
tributing in-kind support, Cheong
argued,

Thailand has seen success in its rural
developmentprograms and universal pri-
mary education is likely to be achieved
ahead of the target year of 2015, accord-
ing to Arkhom Termpittayapaisith,
depuiy secretary general of the National
Economic and Social Development
Board.

But there is still gender inequity, he
noted. “Women face limitations at work
and someface domesticviolence, hesaid.

Cheongcatled en developing countries
to focus their resources on hoosting their
economies and creating wealth through
engineering and technology.

He outlined a two-step approach
focusing firston the developmentofbasic
infrastructure, andsecond, onthegrowth
oflocally owned small and medium enter-
prises.




