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won't, put it to good use.
This weel’s report-frori 265 devel-

Opment ﬂpcrts,?

frey Sachs, is both saddening in

spiring. Tt shows a'world that is still,

"y far from achieving its developrient

" goals, cspecially in Africa. But there-,

Pport says that if dopor countries make
the next 10 years-a “decade of bold
ambition,” they could cut extreme
poverty in hilf by 2015. ° ’ :

out of poverty, how to increase crop

, - yields, how, to access clean drinking

Water, how to educatie children, how to
improve ecoriomies through smart
trade and investment policy, Al that i
missing, in many impoverished parts
ofl:hemdd,is!:hemoneyandthe will
to get it done. As the report says, “Aid
works, and promotes economic
growth as well as advanices in spexiific
sectors, when it Is diracted to rea] jn-
“vestments on the ground in countries
with reasonahle governance.” .
Put this sentcnce another way and
its import becotnes clearer: Aid does

1 hie UN Millesiniuin Project i right Rich countriss.
should double their foreign-aid budgets, Butthereis -
.=%- Do point sending that aid to governments that can’t, or

cd by economist Jef:
ing and in-

/ . .
not work Whea it is not directed to
real inyestments on the ground, or ixi
countries without reasonable gover-
hance. ., 0 U s
- Poor countries are often poor be-
cause of their governmients, not in
spiteofthem. . - - t

- Poor governance is not always. the .

result of corruption or ill will, but in
many of the wotld’s worst-off coun-
tries, It is. -Developed countries
should not give money to govern-
ments that are repressive, undemoc-
ratic and corrupt — such as the Chi-
nese regime, cwrrently a miajoc recipi-
ent of Canadian aid. ) i

Of course, Canada should help the
people of China — and Zimbabvye,
and other countries with govern-
ments that work against their people’s
Interests. But it should do so by ¢ir-
cumventing such governments if it
can, and by steadfastly encouraging
the governménts to mend their Ways.

Eg(ey:tiv«:, reputable charities make
sure at lcast 80 ver cent — nfenn

‘per-cent of bilateral ajd; and sy per °
cent of multilateral aid, is 4vailable for 5

" imiichi more —-of fhelr donatedfhon.
ey gets to the pecple who rieed it. The -
" International aid system, according to

rt, is miich. léss offi-

the Sachs repi Yi
; about 24

programs that work toward Millenii-
um Developmenitgoals . " ., "/

Anit in 2000, include ensiiring that

'every boy and girl has access to 4 pri-

dec-five mortality tate by two-thirds. -

*. These'goals are achievable by 2015,
.and that is the.key message of the
Sachs report. Bt the report Tightly -

encourages donor countries to send
their id to thosa'poor couniries that
canandwilluseitwell -.° | .

The imperfections of the aid system
demand a change in the way coun-
tries such 25 Canada help the world.
But those imperfections neéd not dis-
courage rich countriés from increas-
ing theii efforts. )

As the response to the tsupami
shows, getting appropriate help to the
people who neeﬂpit is not only possi-
ble — it can work wonders.
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