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Dear Jeff

Congratulations on the quality and relevance of the UN Millennium Project
Report — Investing in Development — A Practical Plan to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals.

It is a revolutionary document. The analysis of the reality in African countries
is both honest and through. It gives all those interested and committed to
creating a better world, a good insight.

The recommended actions by African countries on the one hand and the rich
countries on the other are sensible and reasonable. African countries have to
take action to improve governance and transparency, above all, take
responsibility to eradicate corruption and to strengthen own capacity to drive
own development. On the other hand, the Developed countries must increase
their support; otherwise the gains will not be sustainable. Above all, they must
honour commitments already made. The credibility of the international
community, especially the rich countries, is at stake. There is a compact to
support developing countries to achieve the MDGs through many international
forums.

In the case of Africa, we have a compact with international communities
through NEPAD. Through NEPAD, the African leaders and the African people
have made a commitment to end conflicts, improve democracy and good
governance and to do their best to create conducive conditions for economic
growth and sustainable development. The rich countries through the G8



African Action Plan and the international community through the
Implementation Plan of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and
the Monterrey Consensus made a commitment to support the implementation
of the NEPAD programme. However, up to now there has been no increase
in development assistance flows to Africa. As a result, the majority of African
countries are in danger of not meeting the MDGs.

The UN Millennium Project reports especially its recommendations that
developing countries prepare MDG based poverty reduction strategies that
would ensure that the MDGs are reached in ten years and that rich countries
commit to make this happen. This recommendation is most welcomed by
NEPAD as it is in line what the African leaders want to achieve through
NEPAD. In addition, we are particularly pleased with the reference made to
regional economic integration. There can be no sustainable development in
Africa unless interconnectivity and trade among African countries have
improved. This is again a direct response to a cry from the African countries
that the international community has been ignoring.

We endorse the recommendations of the report and we will work with you for
their endorsement and implementation by the international community.

Yours sincerely
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