The Daily Star Web Edition Vol. 5 Num 247 http://www.thedailystar.net/2005/02/03/d50203050363.htm

@he Daily Star

Committed to PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO KNOW

Vol. 5 Num 247 Thu. February 03, 2005
Business

UN experts urge India to step up

investments in health, education
AFP, New Delhi

A panel of UN-appointed experts urged India on Wednesday to step up investments
in the health and education sectors to make good on a worldwide pledge to halve
extreme poverty worldwide by 2015.

"India needs to step up investments to build the infrastructure required to deliver
essential health services," said Jeffrey Sachs, who led a panel of UN experts who in
a report released in January accused wealthy nations of failing to cough up the
money needed to reduce poverty by 2015.

The report commissioned by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan tracks
country-specific progress made on the Millenium Development Goals, which include
wiping out extreme hunger, making primary education universal and fighting AIDS
and other deadly diseases.

The report said India needed "to make large investments in HIV prevention to
forestall further transmission to the general population.”

"The infection is concentrated in groups at high risk of infection, such as injecting
drug users and sex workers and their clients. But it could spread to the general
population without significantly expanded HIV prevention efforts," said Sachs.

India has the second largest number of HIV infections, behind South Africa, at five
million people, or one in every eight of the almost 40 million infected worldwide.

In 2001, the Indian government spent just four dollars per capita on health, while
out-of-pocket spending was 24 dollars per capita, said the agency.

"Not only is the total expenditure likely to prove insufficient to deliver a quality
package of essential services, the high level of out-of-pocket spending is a major
financial burden and barrier to access to health services for people," said Sachs.

The ex-Harvard economist also noted that girls and women suffered discrimination
in India.

"Discrimination against girls and women remain pervasive, as reflected in the
systematic under-allocation of food and education to women and girls within
housesholds," said Sachs.

"Literacy rates among girls, though increasing, are much lower than among boys,"
he added.

India has 78 girls for every 100 boy students and only 76 percent of pupils

complete primary school compared with 99 percent in the other Asian giant China,
said a World Bank report.
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